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Seeing Red: Celebrating Valentine’s Day 

 

On the 13th of February, our school celebrated  

Valentine’s Day. This day teaches us to show love to 

everyone, no matter who they are. Everyone wore red 

or pink to represent the occasion. Students said it was 

a fun and exciting time to spread love to others—and 

to ourselves!  

 

By Alejandra 
 
 
 

It has been a super busy few weeks here at school, and we have been learning about everything from 

ancient civilizations to how to stay safe online. Some of us have been acting like professional engineers 

building WWII cars, while others have been turned into real-life detectives using the power of light to 

solve a playground crime! 

We’ve also been out and about on exciting trips to the National Theatre and the Docklands Museum, and 

we even had a real-life rapper come in to show us how to perform. This newspaper is full of our favourite 

moments, big ideas, and even a few jokes to make you laugh. 

 

We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we enjoyed making it! 
 

Number Day 

Over this term, our school has participated in many 

events, such as Number Day. During Number Day, 

we took part in the Buddys’ challenge, which 

involved solving various maths equations with 

codes and finding key parts. We were given clues 

to locate the keys, and in the end, it was Buddy!  

 

On Number Day, we also tackled times table 

equations on TTR (Times Table Rock Stars). We 

participated in a challenge on TTR against many 

different schools, fighting to become the ultimate 

Rock Stars!  

 

This event was organised by the NSPCC (the 

charity that created Number Day). The competition 

is held annually, specifically for Number Day.  

 

By Grace 

 



 

 

 

THE ST JOSEPH’S GAZETTE 
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clay Creations: Year 5 Step Back in Time 

 

Year 5 have recently been carefully designing and 

sketching relief tiles inspired by ancient civilizations. On 

the 10th of February, they finally brought their designs to 

life using clay. 

There was much happiness and laughter while working. 

To prepare, the students explored a range of ancient low-

relief tiles. One pupil said, “This amazing art lesson has 

taught us the importance of history and that we should 

explore different variations of art.”  

 

By Nefertiti 
 

 

Review: Ballet Shoes Hits the National Theatre 

Stage 

On the 21st of January 2026, Year 5 went to the 

National Theatre to see Ballet Shoes, a fantastic 

adaptation of the classic book. The show is set in 

1930s London as three sisters—Posy, Pauline, and 

Petrova—try to make a name for themselves to save 

their house and get into the history books. 

Mary in Year 5 exclaimed her love for the acting 

and scenery. She said the story inspired her to never 

let go of her dreams because one day, you could be 

living them! The show had a great mixture of 

humour, heart, and especially dancing. I give it an 

8/10. The set design and acting were superb, though 

I think they could have developed the side 

characters a little more.  

By Harrison 

 

Surfing Safely: Our School Celebrates Safer 

Internet Day 

 

On the 10th of February, our school joined 170 other 

countries to celebrate Safer Internet Day. This event 

propelled our school’s knowledge of online safety. 

We learned that if anything unusual pops up on your 

screen, you should always tell a trusted adult. Many 

children, even from the younger years, stated that 

they now feel they will always be safe on the 

internet. 

 

 By Lucas 
 

 

 

Finding Our Place: Children’s Mental Health Week 

 

On the 9th of February, Children’s Mental Health Week 

began. This year’s theme was “This Is Our Place,” which 

is all about mattering and belonging. We also met Marley 

the Mind, a special guest who was feeling a bit shy and 

nervous about school. We learned how to make everyone 

feel like they belong. 

Sophia M. in Year 6 commented, “It was a great Prayer 

and Liturgy, and it was wonderful to learn about 

belonging.”  

 

By Etorobong 
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Dive into the Fishbowl: A New Way to Learn 

 

Switching to the "fishbowl debate" was a huge 

change from our normal lessons. Instead of just 

sitting at our desks and listening to the teacher talk, 

we finally got to be the ones doing the talking! 

In this new style, a small group of students sits in 

the middle of the room to discuss a topic while 

everyone else watches and listens closely. It made 

the class feel much more exciting because we had 

to pay attention and think of our own ideas to share 

when it was our turn to "jump in." It really helped 

us become better listeners and braver speakers, 

turning a boring lesson into a fun conversation. In 

conclusion, all the children loved it and we were so 

grateful for this lesson.  

 

By Sophia R. 

 

Science in Action: The Great Year 4 Meltdown 

On Monday, 2nd February, Year 4 tested freezing 

and melting liquids to see which would melt the 

fastest. Everyone thought it was a brilliant 

experiment! Peniel in Year 4 said she felt "amazing" 

and thought it was a very good experience. Victoria 

noted she was surprised to see that as the ice melted, 

it moved in many different directions. The class 

showed great manners by thanking their teaching 

assistant, Evgeni, and Mrs. Stanbury for helping with 

the ice.  

By Noelle 

 

Raps and Rhymes: The Alim Kamara Workshop 

 

On the 3rd of February, the whole school took part in a storytelling 

assembly with international sensation and rapper Alim Kamara. The 

children created brilliant raps and poetic stories. Alim told the students that 

everyone has a story to tell through rap. 

Chimamanda said, “I enjoyed exploring the different features of rap,” while 

Carolyme added, “The rap inspired me to be who I am naturally.” James 

especially liked the catchy “ABC rap.” 

 

By Amen 
 

 

Blast from the Past: Year 6 Visit the Docklands 

 

On Wednesday, 4th February, Year 6 visited the 

London Museum Docklands in West India Quay. 

The museum explains the history of the River 

Thames, the growth of the Port of London, and the 

docks' historical link to the Atlantic slave trade. 

During our time there, we got to go inside a replica 

shelter and hold a real incendiary bomb that had 

been defused—we even got to hold one that had 

already exploded! An incendiary bomb is a type of 

bomb the Germans used to start fires instead of 

causing a big explosion. These bombs contain 

materials that burn very, very quickly at high 

temperatures. Sophia R. stated, “I learned a lot 

from the museum and had a fantastic time.”  

 

By Sophia M. and Mia-Rose 
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Book Recommendation 

The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh 

 

I highly recommend this book  

for anyone who loves jokes! It is full  

of hope, dreams, and worries.  

The story follows Billy Plimpton, 

a boy with a stammer who dreams  

of becoming a world-famous comedian.  

 

However, when he starts secondary school, he has to 

face bullies and make new friends, all while trying to 

hide his stammer. 

 

I rate this book 20 out of 10! It is one of my 

favourites and makes me laugh every time I read it. 

If you want an adventurous and hilarious read, this is 

the one for you. 

 

 

 

By Camellia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Solidarity 

 

 

Dear Loving Father,  

 

 

 

 

Help us to love and care for others.  

 

We are sorry for the times we haven't respected 

everyone.  

 

Please help us to live in solidarity and treat each other 

just as we would like to be treated.  

 

We say this prayer with our whole hearts.  

 

By Mia-Rose and Sophia M. 

 

Year 6 Engineers: Full Steam Ahead! 

 

This term, Year 6 have been finding their inner 

engineers! We have been constructing cars linked to our 

World War II history topic.  

 

We started by building wooden frames before adding 

pulleys, gears, motors, and batteries. Mia-Rose in Year 

6 commented, “I loved creating the cars. It was 

spectacular!”  

 

By Etorobong 

 

Adventure and Art: The Ballet Shoes Workshop 

 

On February 4th, Year 5 enjoyed an interesting 

workshop based on the play Ballet Shoes. We 

designed outfits for different climates and created 

postcards for future adventures. 

Isaiah said, “The workshop was very energetic and 

fun! I enjoyed making items that GUM (one of the 

main characters) would need, like cameras, 

telescopes, and water bottles so he wouldn't get 

thirsty.”  

 

By Chimamanda 
 

The Art of the Rainforest: Year 4 Sketching 

 

In Year 4 Art, we have been mastering sketching 

techniques like hatching, cross-hatching, and shading. 

We have practiced on animals and plants using 

coloured pencils and will soon move on to rainforests.  

 

We took our inspiration from the French artist Henri 

Rousseau. One student said, “I felt calm and peaceful 

when I was doing the artwork.” 

 

 By Emily 
 


