
 

1 

Music development plan summary: 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027 

Date this summary was published September 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 

Name of the school music lead Edyta Ropiak 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Catherine McLoughlin/Edyta Ropiak 

Name of local music hub  Southwark Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Full information regarding our music curriculum is detailed in school’s website. Please see here 

for details about our music curriculum.  

The music scheme of work that we use is ‘Sing Up,’ and we aim to teach music for an hour per 

week, as well as provide daily opportunities to sing together in Prayer and Liturgy assemblies. 

This approach provides opportunities for pupils to learn key skills in performance, 

composition, listening and appreciation of music and is organised to ensure a clear progression 

of skills and knowledge across the seven years that children are in primary school. 

Through the Southwark Music Hub, we have been able to provide class sets of ukuleles and 

recorders to support our music curriculum. Pupils in Years 3 and 4 learn to play the ukulele, 

while those in Years 5 and 6 continue their musical development by learning the recorder. This 

https://stjosephs-primary.org.uk/Music/
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ensures that all KS2 pupils have the opportunity to learn and perform using a musical 

instrument during their Music lessons.  

In Years 2-6, children participate in a weekly half-hour choral music lesson provided by the 

Director of Music of the Archdiocese of Southwark. These choral music lessons provide a 

holistic musical education that supports both personal and academic growth, nurturing well-

rounded individuals with a lifelong appreciation for music. 

Part B: Extra-curricular Music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

We have a range of music tuition opportunities in school. Individual tuition is available for 

pupils wishing to learn the piano and guitar, with lessons funded by parents. In addition, the 

school funds individual music tuition for a targeted group of Pupil Premium pupils, providing 

one-to-one piano lessons to ensure that financial circumstances do not prevent access to high-

quality music education. 

We have a school choir led by a choral director from the Southwark Singing Programme (SSP), 

a diocesan music education programme. The choir performs at St George's Cathedral. 

Participation is partially funded by parents. 

Music is cross-curricular and children learn how to use Google Music Lab in their computing 

lessons. 

The children are exposed to a wide range of repertoire of music played as they enter collective 

worship. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

As a Catholic school, pupils of all ages sing in daily Prayer and Liturgy. Classes also perform 

musically in class assemblies, sometimes sharing their musical learning, or playing instruments, 

or by singing songs.  

All children take part in school and parish Mass where all the children sing hymns and songs 

during the Mass.  
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We have an Annual Harvest Festival where pupils form Year 5 sing and perform. We also sing 

together for our Christmas Concerts: Infants perform a Nativity Play and the Juniors each 

perform a song and singing carols chorally.  

Year 6 have a Leavers’ Performance each summer, where they perform a musical play to all 

the children in the school and their parents. In the summer term, we have our school’s 

International Day where we celebrate our diverse community. Each class has a music 

workshop (either playing a musical instrument or learning a new dance).  

Year 4 and Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to attend a live orchestral performance at the 

Royal Festival Hall. Year 4, also took part in a ballet workshop, enriching their understanding 

and appreciation of music and the performing arts. 

Every year at the end of the Autumn Term the children have an opportunity to watch a live 

pantomime in school.  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

 In the summer term, hold a Musical Afternoon, when all the pupils who have been 

receiving individual tuition have an opportunity to showcase their talents to other 

pupils. 

 Invite local secondary school pupils to perform in our school. 

 Introduce an extracurricular Ukulele Club for children 

 


